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United States PnteDt AppUcation 

COMBINED DECLARATION AND VOWBXL OF ATTORNEY 

As » below named inventor I hereby declare that: ary lesidenoe, post oflBoe address and dti2»nsfaipl ans as 
stated below next to my name; that ... 

I vetiiy believe I am the original, first and sole inventor (if only one name is listed below) or a joint inventor 
{if Dlural inveniois are named below) of the subject matter which is dumed and fbr wbi^ a patmt is saugm on the 
invention entftled: A aSTK^N OtJiTLET VAiVE MOUNTING BRACKET ASSEMBLY AND A METHOD OF 
INSTALLING AN OUTLET VALVE TN A CISTERN 

Tlie specification of which 

a. O Is attached hereto ^ r.^^„, j, 

b. □ was filed on aa application serial no. and was amended on (if applicable) (m the case of a PCT-filed 
application) described and claimed in international no, lfCT/AC(2003/001 107 filed 28 August 2003 and as.ameinded 
on (if any), which I have reviewed and for which 1 solicit a United Stales patent, 

I hereby state diat I have reviewed and understand the contents of the above-identified specification, inclading the 
claims, as amended by any amendment referred to above. 

1 hereby claim foreign pdorlQ' benefits under Title 35. United States Code. § 119/365 of any foreign"applic!ation(s) 
for patent or invenror's certificate listed below and liave also identified below any foreign application for patent or 
inventor's cenificate having a filing date before that of the application on the basis of wliich priority is claimed: 



a. □ no such applicaiions have been filed. 

b. □ such flpphcations have been filed as follows: 



|iOR6IC(«Am.lCATION(S).WANY.C 


Mmtta moKcvf oNDERjs use i 


"2 . 


.COUNTR.V 


1 A-rrUCATIONNUMBeK 


DATE OF FILING 
(<.y.m..lfc.y«a.^ 


DATE OF ISSUE 
(day, mooih. year) 




1 200295 I^M 


t9Sqoli!inber2002 






ALL VOneiCN AWUCA.TION(S), IF ANY, PU 


ED BEFORE THE PRIORITY APPLIC 


ATI0N(«) 


COUNTRY 


1 APPMCATIONNUMBEn 


DATKOfFILWO • 
May.ttiouuuyeuf) 


DATE OP ISSUE 
(day. moDChi year) 









I hereby claim the benefit under Title 35, United Stares Code, § 120/365 of any United States and PtT international 
applicatlon(s) listed below and, insof^ as the subject maticr of each of the claims of this application is not 'disclosed 
in the priof United States application in the manner provided by the first paragraph of Tide 35. United States Code, 
§ 1 12, 1 acknowledge die duty to disclose material information as defined in Title 37, Code of Federal Reflations, . 
I 1 .56(b) whieh occurred beiween die filing dale of the prior application and Quo national or PCT inteniaootial filing 
date of this application. 
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I hereby claim the benefit under Title 35, United States Code § 1 19(e) of any United States provisional 
applicoliort(s) listed below: 
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ai^QcBtion and who is associated with the inventor, with the assignee or with anyone to whom there is an obligation 
10 assign dte applloaiion. 

(d) Individuals oflier than the attorney, agent or inventor may comply wilJi Ais sooflon by disclosing 
information to the attorney, agertt, or inventor. 

(e) In any continuation-in-part application, the duty under Ms section includes the duty to discfose jto the 
Office all in formation l;nown to the person to he material to pateotabiUty, as ddined in paragraph (b) of this section, 
which became available between the filing date of the prior application and the national or PCT intematioilal fUing 
date of the continuation-in-part application. 

I hereby appoint the attonaey(s} and/or patent agen((s) associated with the following customer number to prosecute 
tills applleattOA and to transact ail business in ttie Patent and Trademarie Office connected herewifli. 



23552 



I hex«by auOiorize (hem to act and rely on iiunuotions from aoA oomnumicate directly wl& the 
person/assignee/attorney/firm/ organization who/which first sends/sent this case to ihem and by whomAvhiph I 
hereby declare &at I have consented after liMl disclosun to be tepresauod unlcBsAmtil I instruct Merchant iS: Gk>uld 
P.C. to the contrary. 

I understand diat llie execution of this document, and fee grant of a power of atcomw, does not in itself esiiblidi an 
attorney-client relationship between the undersigned and flie law firm Merchant & Goujd P.C, or any of its 
attorneys. 

Please direct all concspondtaice in this case to customer number 23552. 



I acknowledge the du^' to disclose infonnation that is material to fee patentabilily of this «q>plicatioii in aciordance 
with Title 37, Code of Federal Regulations. § 1.56 (r^rlnted below): 

§ 1.56 Duty to disclose {nformatiou materia! to patentability. 

(a) A patent by Its very nature is affected with a public interest The public interest is best sctv^ and 
the most cf&ctivc patent exftminaUcn occurs when, at the time an s^plication is }^&^^''''^'.^^^?^^^J'^,^ 
of and evaluates the teachings of all information material to patentabil^. Each mdlvldu^ asaoowted w,A the filing 
and prosecution of a patent application has aduly of candor and good fbth mdeahng with the Office, whi^h 
includes a duty to disclose to the OfSoe all fafbrmation known to a»at xndmdual to be maten^ to patentabili^ as 
defined in this aection. The duty to disclose infbnaation exists with respect to each pendhig olahn until Ihe daim is 
canceled or withdrawn f^om consideration, or the application becomes abandoned Infbrmation 

patentability of a claim that is canceled or withdrawn from consideration need not be submitted If fee in&rmaHon is 
not material to the patentability of any claim remaining under considemtion in the application. There is no «luty to • 
submit information which is not material to fee patentability of any existing claim. The duty to disclose a« 
information known to.be material m patenUWUty is deemed tobe satisfied rf all infoimatL^faiown tobematenal to 
patSbility of any claim issued in aV««rt was cit«d by fee Office or submitted to the Office m the manner 
nrCKcribedby §S l.97(bMd)and 1.98- However, no patent wiM be sranted on an appllwtion in conneou^^^^^ 
. wS ftTud on fee Office was practiced or attempted or fee duty of disclosure was violated feroagh bad feife oi- 
intentional misconduct. The Office encourages applicants to careftiUy eocamlne: 

(1) prior an cited In search reports of a foreign patent office in a ooimierpart application^ and 

(2) fee closest infoimation over wliich individuBls associat«sd wife the filing or prosecution of a 
patent application believe any pending claim patcntabiy defines, to make sure d»t any material information 
contained therein is disclosed to fee Office. 

(b) Under this section, infbnnation is material to patentability when it is not cumulative to infoitaafion 
already of record or being made of cecoid in fee application, and 

(1) It establishes, by itsdfor in combhiation wife ofeer information, a prima feoie case of , 
unpatentability ofa claim; ■ 

or ■ . ■ 

(2) It refutes, or is inoonsisBan wife, a position fee applicaitttakss in: 

(i) Opposing an argument ofiupatentabiUly relied on by fee Offioo^ or 

(iO Asseriinsanaigumentofpataitability. 

A prima fecie case of unpatentabilily is established when the Information compels a oonolnsion feat a oUJm is 
unpatentable under fee preponderance of evidenoe. burden-of^iroof standard, givmg each terai hi the claim its 
broadest reasonable construction consistent wife tho spocificntion, and before any consideration is given to evidence 
which may bo submittod in eo attempt to establish a contrary conclusion of patentabiUty. 

(c) Individuals associated wife fee filing or prtsecution of a patrait aRilication within the meaning of 
feis section are: 

(1) Rach inventor named in fee application: 

(2) Each attorney or agent who ptvpares orprosocutes fee ^pUoatioiv and 

(3) Evotyofeer person who is substantively faivolwd fa the pteparalion or prosecution of fee 



1 hereby dcclwe that all statements made hotdn of my own knowledge are true and that all stetenaieftts ^^o^.. 
mfomiatton and belief are beli«»vod to be true; and &rto« «hese statcmente w^ ^fer IdlrfeSem ^ f 
wllfbl felse statements and rho like so made are punishable by firm or imprisonme^ or bofli, under Ssctiop lOOl of 
TittelS of the United States Code and that such wHlfiil felso stotemente may jeopardize fha validity of the 
application or any patmt issued thereon. 
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